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The history of human rights is a rapidly expanding scholarly discipline. One of 
the central academic debates among historians of human rights is to seek to ac-
count for the origin and spread of human rights. Central questions are: How far 
does current human rights practice demonstrate continuity or radical discontinu-
ity with previous attempts to secure rights? Is the history of human rights of 
foundational importance for their legitimacy? Are human rights nothing but a 
recent piece of normative ideology, destined to fade away in a future beyond 

 rights?
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